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Dear Sir, 
 
As part of the annual accreditation procedure, the National Measles/Rubella Laboratory of your 
country was reviewed during the second quarter of 2020 by the WHO Regional Office for Europe.  
 
Based on the results of this review, I am pleased to inform you that the National Laboratory is fully 
accredited as a WHO Measles/Rubella National Laboratory for 2021. Enclosed are the scope of the 
accreditation and the recommendations of the review for your information.  
 
The COVID-19 pandemic and response has had an exceptional impact on health systems in the WHO 
European Region. While acknowledging the demands and challenges posed by COVID-19, I urge all 
countries to ensure the continuity of measles and rubella surveillance, including high-quality 
epidemiological and laboratory investigation of cases at the level required for measles and rubella 
elimination.  We cannot afford to let down our guard against measles and rubella, especially in the 
midst of this global public health emergency.  
 
I take this opportunity to thank you personally for your ongoing support for the National 
Measles/Rubella Laboratory and to congratulate the staff of the Laboratory on the successful 
accreditation. 
 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
 
 
 
Dr Hans Henri P. Kluge 
Regional Director 
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Copy for information to: 
Dr Angel Kunchev, Chief State Health Inspector, Ministry of Health, St. Nedelia 5 Sq., BG-1000 Sofia, 
Bulgaria 
Ms Olga Sotirova, State Expert, Directorate of  International Affairs, Ministry of Health, 5, Sveta Nedelja 
Square, BG-1000 Sofia, Bulgaria 
H.E. Mr Rayko Strahilov Raytchev, Ambassador, Permanent Mission of Bulgaria to the United Nations Office 
and other international organizations in Geneva, 16, Chemin des Crêts-de-Pregny, Grand Sacconex, 
1218 Geneva, Switzerland 
H.E. Mr Svetlan Christov Stoev, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Embassy of the Republic of 
Bulgaria, Gamlehave Allé 7, 2920 Charlottenlund, Denmark 
Dr Skender Syla, WHO Representative and Head of WHO Office, WHO Country Office, Bulgaria, c/o 
National Center of Public Health and Analysis, ul. Akad. Ivan Ev. Geshov 15 (Floor 5, Office 26), BG-
1431 Sofia, Bulgaria 
 
 


